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THE NEW COURSE AND THE SED REGIME IN THE GDR

Eunmlary: The following informetion consists of excerpts
from an article by Gerd Friedrich in SBZ Archiv of 5 March
1654, a Cologne publication conteining reports and commentar-
ies on all-German problems.

In additior to preserting an analysis of the political in-
tentions, methods, and objectives of the SED (Socialist Unity
Party) in carrying out the New Course, the article gives a
general review of the effects of the policy of the New Oourse_:_/

In instigating the new course, the intentions of the GDR government, with
respect teo internal policy, are to re-establish the power of the SED regime
end to destroy the opposition of the masses in the GDR. With respect to over-
811 German policy, the purpose of the New Course is to prevent Bonn from adopt-
ing a more active Eastern policy and to preserve the GDR as a "bastion of Ger-
man unity."

Execution of the Program of the New Course

Although the intensif'ied class struggle has been temporarily discontinued
in the GDR, the USSR remains "the shining example in the fight for peace, de-
mocracy, and socialism," as stated in the congratulatory address of the ZK
{(Centrel Committee /of the SED/) to the CPSU {Commnist Party of the Soviet
Union) on the occasion of the 36th anniversary of the Ociober Pavolution. Al-
though discussions are now supposedly being held in the Pecple's Chamber, the
Democratic Bloc, which binds the fellow-treveler parties to the SED, was re-
vived on 21 September 1953. Some of the persons sentenced by Soviet militery )
tribunals since May 1945 were granted amnesty on 16 Januery 1954. Prior to i
this time, however, the government haed introduced "purge rallies" to liguidate
the supporters of the 17 June 1953 uprisings in the planis. Although three
of the most monotonous [ﬁropagandg-/' publications were discontinued on 30 Novem-
o ber 1953, Oelssner E Secretery of the ZK of the SE_Q7, on the occasion of the
- 16th meeting of the ZK, stated that agitation ~geinst US lmperialism would
have tc be considerably intensified. On 28 September 1G53, the SED faction
in the People's Chamber proposed that farmers who fled to West Germany be urged
to return to their farms; however, according to the resolutions of the ZK which
were announced on 26 January 1954, & kolkhoz is to be established in every
[Bgricultural/ commnity of the GDR in 195k,

The dangerous spirit of opposition could naturally not be eliminated
through the re-establishment of statc power and the withdrawal of concessions
‘3. which were grented as a result of the events of 17 June 1953. Therefore, the
’ Politburo of the SED decided on a number of measures to alleviate conditions
. in the economic and cultural spheres, the purpose¢ of which was to pacify that .
. part of the populetion net direetly asctive /in the 17 June uprisingg? by means
of minor improvements in their standard of living.

To assure & smoother supply of the deily requirements for food and goods,
the government could have restricted further collectivization and industriali-
zation; for political reasons, however, the government could neither abandon
the unprofitable kolkhozes in favor of the more productive private farms nor
permit & restriction on the state monopoly in trede, a rectricticn which neces-
sarily would have taken place if private iritietive had been encouraged. Fin-
ally, the production of consumer goods could not be satisfactorily expanded,

since the shortage of materials would have had detrimental effects on heavy
- industry, which, in turn, would have endangered the vital export program;
’
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morecver, the number of unemployed would have been increased (despite the mass
exodus to the West, the number of unemployed had reached 1,100,000 [si¢] vy
30 June 1953). Thus, all measures proposed by the SED were intended more for
their psychological effect than for their material effect.

Although the 1954 economic plan provides for a 25.2-percent increase in
. the production of consumer goods, the question still remains as to how this is
ever to be accomplished in an industry in which, according to Ulbricht's speech
&t the 15th meeting of the FDGB (league of Free German Trade Uninns) in Novem-
ber 1953, the rate of rejects is tco high, and previous production quotas could
not be fulfilled. The return of the 33 5AGs (Soviet Corporations) has only
~theoretdes) significance for the industrial capacity of the GDR, sinne the lack
of materials, not the lack of plants, constitutes the major difficulty. The
present requirements for t.e utilization or waste material from the production
process are also of no help in overcoming the stegnation which set in after
the temporary recourse to the state reserves was ended.

The expansion of the farmers! markets, which Liad alrcady been introduced
on 16 April 1953; the change in the organizational structure of state whole-
A sale trade, which went into effect on 1 Junuary 195k; the esteblishment of a
State Senretariat for local Industry on 26 November 1953; and the creation of
a nev Central Chamber of Industry and Trede on 6 August 1953 vere all measures
which aimed at tapping locael reserves and expediting the circulation of goods.
However, these measures did not solve the problems of the shortege of raw ma-
teriels for industry and the shortage of food for the population. Thus, it
was agaln necessery to take severe steps to force delivery of goo2s in arrears
from consumers cooperatives and state and private agricultural enterprises.
Mbove all, as was recently stated by Dr lessing, president of the Chamber for
Foreign Trade of the GDR, attempts had to be made to increase imports. To
compensate somewhat for the limited delivery possibilities of che GDR, the
government, on 29 October 1953, declared Eest marks as the most stable cur-
rency in the Orbit and placed them on the "gold stendard." The advantages
wl.ich the Pankow regime could thus derive from trade with non-Communist coun-
tries surpass by far the disadvartages which this manipulation has for the
rest of the Satellite countries. The old exchange rate of two East marks
to one ruble naturally remained in effect for [Eranszetions with/ the USSR,
despite the fact that the actual ratio was 0.55:1.

. On 28 November 1953, Ottc Nuschke [Ehainnan of the cou {Christian Demo-
cratic Union) and a Deputy Minister President of the GDR/ appealed to the
workers to show appreciation for the aid glven by the USSR by overfulfilling
the economic plans. This statement was a combination of economic nonsense
. and deliberate deceit, because the reparations obligations of the GDR, which

_— WwCre suppusedly canceled on 1 Juiuary Llusk, are being continued under the
designation of "export orders."” Furthermore, the extensive attempts o mo-
bilize working women for the Friedaz Hocksuf Movement are not adequate for the
solution or' the economic problems of the regime. The slogan "Produce More"
was apparently to be made more acceptable by such measures as the decision
of 15 October 1953 to reduce income taxes for workers and office employees
(tax rates for artisans were increased for 1054); the authorization of in-
stallment payments in furniture purchuses (24 Octoter 1953) and of Christ-
mas bonuses amounting to from 10 to 40 Fast marks-for workers and office
employees; the sale of surplus stocks, i.e., drugs on the market, of the
DHZ (Germen Trade Center) at very low prices; and the reduction in HO
(Trade Organization) prices of certain items.
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The results of the system of erratic assistance practiced by the SED spoke
for themselves. Not quite 11 million of the planned 16 million tons of pota-
toes were harvested; in November 1953, in Magdeburg and Dresden, mary house- :
holds had not yet received the promised winter-storage supplies. In a resolu- (ko
tlon of the Council of Ministers on 20 Decermber 1953, the production status of f»* .
the clothing and shoe industry was deseribed zs completely inadequate, and the
Ministry of Foreign and Intra-German Trade vas censured for not having sup-
plied sufficient amounts of raw materials for the production of consumer goods.
By Christmas, in Neubrandenburg, there was a shortage of bed linen, buckete,
children's clothing, and hardkerchiefs. The pover cutoffs continued; as a
result of the shortage of coal, the supply of gas had %o be temporarily sus-
pended in“the leipzig supply area at the end of Jenuary 195k,

Using tactics analogous to those in the economic field, the Politburo
applied the New Course to the field of education and culture as if the inereased
supply of products of Soviet culture and the change in certain cultural methods,
but not in their tendencies, were the only points open to debate. The campaign
against the chureh has been dropped, insofor as it vas conducted by the state;
however, the FDJ (Free German Youth) continues to engage in atheistic "enlighten-
ment." On 30 fugust 1953, the largest synegogue in Germany was opened in East
Berlin; however, 2 months later, .he theoretical organ of the ZK stated that
the task of the party press was "to intensify the propage.tion of the doctrines
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin." On 19 October 1953, Grotewohl, referring
to the intentions of the regime in the field of culture and art, stated, "We
are not of the viewpoint that the New Course consists of decadent liberalism,"
At Grotewohl's conference on 30 October 1953, the GDR Writers' Association has-
tened to reject the demands, which were criticized by Grotewohl, for freedom
of opinion and the equal rights of all artistic opinions. Furthermore, the
Society for Germen-Soviet Friendship in East Berlin arranged a discussion on
the party affilialiops of actors, and the Association of Creative Artists, on
the occasion of its annual exhibitions, informed its members that the new course
was not a license for the peainting of landscapes and still life. Finall: , 1t
vas made cleer in a speech Lo Leipzig publishers by Johannes R. Becher /GDR
Minister of Culturg7 that also with respect to cultural policy, the New Course
denoted the strengthening and consolidation of state power,

When the Ministry of Culture was esteblished op © Jenuary 1954, the ap-
pointment of Becher and Abusch to head the new edministration could be regarded
ty the populace as a guarantee that, in place of the unproductive but relatively
"nonest" Holzhauer methods /Holzhauer was chairmon of the former State Commis.
sion for Art§7, the hypocritical practicians of the Cultural League were to be
used for the bolshevization of' intellectual 1ife. That the decision of § August
1953 to enlarge the universities and schools of advanced educatinn wac
with the policy of bolshevization was revealed by the
of the new institutes was a school of advanced
tlves in Meissen.

in Ydma
in line

fact that one of the first °
=ducation for producers coopera=-

The Status of the SED and the Mass Orgenizations

The SED, the main support of the GDR political system, hes suffered such
a loss in effectiveness that itz significance as a political factor appenrs
doubtfur., Apart from the loss in kev persomnel such as Ackermann, Dahlem,
Herrnstadt, and Zaisser, the Cormunist element in the basic units has been
supplanted by "perpetually loyal" and actually unreliable opportunists, as a
result of the purge which followed the 17 June uprisings. The party manage-
ments, which were newly staffed, chiefly with postwar Communists and FDJ func~
tilonaries, instigated such mass liquidations of tried, old Commmists that even
the Politburo, ot a special meeting on 12 October 1953, considered it unneces -
sary to further decimate the functionary apparntus. However, the Soviet occupa-
tion authorities, spparently in consideration of the disclosure of a campaign
in some organizations (in Altenburg, Goerlitz, Niesky, zZittau) to split the
party, designated the preceding purge as completely inadequate. Thus, the .
Tight to destroy "Social Democratic faztions" continued in November 1953.
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The fact that the number of party members dropped from 1.4 million in Sep-
tember 1952 to 1.2 million (including candiuates) in September 1953 was less
serious than the failure of the recruiting cemprdgn, which was started in Noe
vember 1953. In East Berlin, the quota for party applicants was not even 2
percent fulfilled. However, the change in the social structure of the SED is
of even greater significance; the reduction in the percentage of workers [Fho
are SED member§7 in Mazdeburg, for example, to 35.5 percent and in East Ber-
lin to 30 percent meant the greater isclation of the party from the "working

masses." This is the exact opposite of what was to have been attained after
the 17 June uprisings.

The internal party work revealed signs of extensive paralysis. Although
the fourth [Ehrtx7pschool year is to be conducted only luring the period from
1 Oetober 1953 to 31 Mey 195k, only €0 percent of the registered partieipants
had appeared in the study groups by mid-October 1053, As was the coge in
Pappendorf, rembers in the basic units of the party simply refused to study
Marxism-Leninism because they wanted to remein Socialists. Das Volk, the
Veimar SED newspaper, reported on 16 December 1653 that many party organiza-
tions refused to 2ceept irdoctrination literature, especially the Stalin
volumes. The Kreis Malchin menagement had promised to furnish L0 propegandists
to enlighten the populace on the Four Power Conference; however, only six
comrades partizipated in the Lraining clesses. Taegliche Rundschau Zaigan

of the Soviet Army in the GD§7 reported that, on the average, three fourths
of 8]l perty members did not atterd rarty meetings during October 1953, Ac~
cording to the October 1652 report of the Bezirk Dresden management to the

ZK, those members who did ettend party meetings, for the most part, could no
longer be induced to partisipate in discussions on current problems; if they
did speak, they found fault with the party and the gevernment.

The conditions in the association

of the worlers are proof of even less strength. The FDGB, which at one time
had 5.5 million paying menbers,

“as reduced to 5 million members up to the )
time of the 17 June uprisings; after the uprisings, the FDGB experienced mem-
bership I sses which amounted to 25 percent in some key enterprises. At the

end of Occober 1953, scarcely one third of the East Berlin construction-enter-
rrise workers were still FDGB merbers; in some distriets, ouly 10-15 percent
of these members were still peying their dues. An organization which, to
retain its membershiy ctrength, must resort to such measures as the sick-fund
regulation of 2 Novenber 1953 -- wecording to which the duration of financial
aid ircreases with the number of years the employee has been an FDGB member --

cannot possibly be in a position to regain control over the workers, much less
mobilize them for the goals of the SED.

allegedly representing the interests

Symptoms of decline in the FDJ were confirmed as early as spring 1953.
The organization was weakened further by the June uprisings and <he September
edventure Zféference to failure to influence West German clectionsz7, so that,
up to the present, every initiative of the Central Council has flagged at the
level of the Kreis managements. According to Zﬁér;7 Schirdewan [Eémber of the
Politburo of the 3297, there were no longer any propaganda lectures or ideolog-
leal discussions in the FDJ. In August 1953 Zﬁiic§7 Honecker [Cheirman of !
the FDQ7 announced to the Central Council that about 250,000 functionaries and
members of the FDJ were to be considered reliable, but, at a meeting in.Novem-
ber 1953, Gerhard Neukranz [Ebt further identifieg7 stated that only 125,000
could be relied on. If the participation in the FDJ school yeer in January
195k is to serve as a criterion, barely 100,000, or exactly 10 percent, of the
FDJ sembers at least did not sabotage the directives of the Central Council.

Every analysis of the mass organizations confirms the impression that they
are so occupied with their own affairs that they can pive very little attention
to the implementation of the party course. Even the nevly established SSD

(State Security Service" troop units cannot change this situation and its con-
sequences.,
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Reaction of the Populace

Although the GDR regime succeeded in wrestin

g the initiative from the
orposing masses, it vas unable to liquidate

the resistance movement.

It must have been a disturding ..
ous arrests during the months of Ociu

connection with the June uprisings, the number of persons fleeing to West
Berlin did not increase, as would have been expected. Morecver, the outcome
of the Month of Germen-Soviet Friendship proved that the attitude of the popu-
lace was beginning to stiffen again. According to the final report of the
Central Executive of the Society for German-Soviet Friendship, those persons
assigned as agitators ;onstantly encountered anti-Soviet tendencies. About

80 percent of the friendship rallies planned in ceniral Germany hed to be

canceled because of tne lack of audiences; despite the fact that in the major
plants these events were

-gn for the SED that despite the continu-
ber, Novenmber, and December 1653, in

carefully arranged to cecur during working hours
they were frequently boycotted, with the excuse being given that it was neces.
sary to overfulfill the second $-month plan.

According to the 6 January 1954 {ssue of the Rostock gstseezeituns, an
SED orgen, the work of the "elass enemy" has supposedly shifted to agricul-
tural areas, and the resolution of the 17th meeting of the 2K admitted that
the enemy was still occupying positions in villages, especially in the Bezirke
Frankfurt, Dresden, Cottbus, and Schwerin. Difficulties encountered by the
SED in the field of agriculture include the desertion of LFGs (Agricultural
Producers Cooperatives) by farmers and the election of kulaks and opponents

of cooperatives to the VdgB (Fermers Mutual Aid Society) managemerts in the
Bezirke Magdeburg, Potsdam, and Rostock.

The workers by no means have exhibited a friendlier attitude tovard the

[BED7 system. The perty campaign for the collection of signatures to demand
the admission of German delegates to the Foreign Ministers' Conference, as
well as the endorsement of Molotov's proposals for Germany, provoked the first
open demonstrations of Protest since July 1953. Workers in the Boehlen Com-
bine expressed the opinion that the Four Power Conference wus to no aveil in
any case; SED agititors in Kreig Rathenot: were thrashied; the majority of the
workers at the Hennigsdorf Steel Plant sabotaged the signature campaign; leaf-
lets bearing the Slogun "IFree Elections” appecred at the Berlin Incandescent
lamp Pactory; and workers in Ieuna and Bautzen, employees of the Leipzig main

railroad station, and workers of the Niles Vorks Zﬁachine tool plant in Bcrli27
demanded free elections.

The apprehension exvressed by Nuschke in mid-Jonvary 155h concerning a
nevw “coup” during the Four-Power Conference, as well as the continued restric-
tion of truvel from the G'R to East Berlin, were proof that the Pankow regime
fears the true opinion of itg subjects under the present conditions. Schirde-
wan's statement to the ZK, namely, that a considerable number of GDR youths
are indifferent or opposed to ihe development of the Z§E97 system, also applies
to the imajority of all people in the GDR. The situation of the SED regime in-

February 1954 does not indicate that the New Course will fulfill its puUrpose
in the GDR.




